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*Important Note: Students will also need to purchase a planner from the school 
office. Thank you!! 

 
Welcome to Fourth Grade!  It is a pleasure to start the school year with this great 
group of students!  The purpose of this packet is to identify classroom policies, 
behavior plan, and homework for the year.  The goals for fourth grade are: 
 

• To live out our FAITH in daily life and grow in our relationship with 

JESUS. 

• To perform OUR BEST to successfully master material. 

• To develop and maintain a RESPONSIBLE behavior and attitude that 

reinforces natural rewards and consequences. 

• To learn and apply good STUDY HABITS. 

 
Behavior:  The students will be responsible for their own actions, being honest, and 
being trustworthy when dealing with the consequences.  They will make their choices, 
knowing the consequence.  Students will be expected to follow these rules while in the 
classroom and on school grounds. 
 

1. Show God’s love in all you do.  

2. Listen when someone else is talking. 

3. Follow directions the first time they are given. 

4. Treat everyone with kindness and respect. 

5. Take care of our school and classroom. 

6. Work and play safely and quietly. 

 

 

 



Rewards and Consequences: Adherence to the class rules is tracked using a 
checkmark system.  A checkmark is given to a student who needs to be redirected 
after having already received a verbal reminder.  Weekly checkmarks are kept on a 
clipboard.  Progress report and report card conduct grades are calculated based on 
the number of marks a student receives throughout the quarter.  (Each checkmark is 
a deduction of 3 points from a student’s weekly conduct grade out of 100.  For 
example, 3 marks in a week would equal a 91 for that week’s conduct grade). Certain 
consequences such as a detention will result in a deduction of points for the weekly 
conduct grade.  In addition to conduct grades, there are positive and negative 
consequences that are awarded based on the type of behavior that is shown in 
school, on an individual and whole class level.   
 
Students who do not receive any checkmarks in a day will go in to the drawing for the 
VIP title for the following day.  I will pick a name the next morning and whoever is 
chosen will get the title and privileges of being the VIP student for the day. These 
privileges include: a special seat in the classroom and a bin full of fabulous supplies 
they may use throughout the day.  
 
In general, classroom rules strive to promote a positive learning environment where 
all students are able to learn, and school rules seek to provide a safe, structured 
learning environment for all students.  Checkmarks will be given for failure to follow 
classroom rules.  The following consequences will apply for classroom offensives and 
will be determined on a daily basis. 
 

2 Checkmarks – Student sits out 5 minutes of recess 

3 Checkmarks – Parents will be notified with a “think sheet” and appropriate 

consequence will be determined. 

4 or more Checkmarks – Detention will be assigned. 

 
Some behaviors may warrant other consequences, depending on the situation (i.e. an 
apology letter, classroom clean-up, detention, etc.). 
 
We will also have opportunities to earn rewards as a whole class or as learning 
teams!  Class goals will be established periodically throughout the year.  If these goals 
are reached, students may earn extra recess time, lunch with the teacher, or some 
other privilege at the discretion of the teacher.  Students will be divided into groups 
for certain learning activities.   
 



Homework:  The abilities of students are always different.  Not every student will 
spend the same amount of time doing homework.  Assignments that are not completed 
in class are considered homework and should be taken home to complete.  Daily 
assignments are due the following day and should be turned in at the beginning of 
class.  In an effort to help students stay organized, students will track homework on 
a weekly planner.  Please be aware of the recurring assignments: 

§ Spelling or Vocabulary weekly and test on Friday 
§ Social Studies/ Science/ Religion weekly 

§ Read 30 minutes a night – this will be an essential part of their grade in the 
AR program. 

§ Math homework assigned daily 
 
Students should not be spending more than 40 minutes a night on homework (aside 
from logging minutes of reading).  Occasionally students will be required to do a 
project that will require additional time at home.  Parents will be notified of upcoming 
projects in advance. 
 
Semester Exams:  Students will take semester exams in primary content areas 
(language arts, math, social studies, science, and religion).  Review sheets will be sent 
home in advance, and class time will be devoted to reviewing material prior to exams.  
Fall exams are scheduled for December 17-20, and spring exams will be May 20-22.  
 
Grading:  We will follow the grading scale as set forth in the SMCS handbook: 
 
A 90%-100%   
B 80%-89%   
C 75%-79%   
D 70%-74%   
F 69% or below 
 
Special Activities:  As fourth graders, students will be able to participate in several 
new activities this year.   
 

Choir: 4th grade is the official school mass choir. We will be singing every 
Friday and during special holy days in the choir loft during mass as a whole 
class.  Practices will be held during school hours once a week with Mr. Mason. I 

am so excited about this opportunity for us and it is a great honor and 
privilege that we have been asked to have such an important role in mass!  



Altar Servers: Serving at mass is a great privilege as the children grow in their 
relationship with God.  Information will be sent home prior to training.  
Students who have Altar Served in the past will be able to do so again as well 
as new students.  Students who have received First Holy Communion may 
participate. 
 
Band: Mr. Bridges will be working with the students in the first few weeks of 
school to help them choose an appropriate instrument and understand the 
requirements for participation in band.  

 
Service Hours:  Following the tradition of SMCS, students in fourth grade are asked 
to complete service hours as well as a written reflection of their service as a part of 
their religion grade.  Detailed requirements will be sent home along with a log for 
recording.  Please review the procedures as these may be different than in previous 
years.  Also, encourage your child to complete their service early as the deadline 
tends to sneak up on students. Students are required to complete 3 hours of 
community service each quarter. Choir will count as 1.5 of those hours.  
 
Mass:  Students will attend mass on Friday and should be in proper mass attire (no 
Polo shirts or skorts).  Additionally, any students scheduled to altar serve or lector 
should arrive early, or they might forfeit being able to serve that day. Since we will 
be the choir this year, I also ask that we try our hardest to be on time on Fridays 
mornings so that we may get to the choir loft on time.  Please be sure boys wear a tie 
with their school uniform on mass days.  Students will also attend mass on other holy 
days or special celebrations.   
 

Communication: Parents and students will stay informed of classroom events through 
the school website (4th grade page) student planners, and the class calendar.  All 
homework and exams are posted on my page at http://stmarys-temple.org/fourth-
grade. Students will update planners each week with upcoming exams, field trips, or 
projects.  There is time in class for them to do this.  I also keep a calendar in the 
room, right next to the door, for easy viewing by parents.   
 
Attendance:  We will follow the SMCS attendance policy.  It is the student’s 
responsibility to complete any class work missed as a result of a tardy or absence.  If 
there is a planned absence and the student wants to get the work ahead of time, 
please give me sufficient notice to prepare any assignments that will be missed.  If it 
was an unplanned absence (illness, etc.), please have your student pick up any missed 



work before school on the day he/she returns.  Arrangements can also be made for 
work to be taken home by a sibling.  Parent conferences can be arranged for extended 
illness or absences.  Please remember that tardies and absences are hard on children 
and the time missed is difficult to make up. 
 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to work with your child this year and hope to make this a 

very successful and enjoyable year.  If there are any questions or concerns, please 

feel free to contact me. 

 

Blessings,  

 

Anne Bullock 

 

 

Contact Information: 

 

Email: abullock@stmarys-temple.org 

 

School Phone: 254-778-8141 

 
 
‘ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Parent Questionnaire 

Parent Contact Information: 

Name (parent to contact first):___________________  

Phone number: _________________________  

E-mail:________________________ 

*Is it okay to give the contact information for this parent to the homeroom parent for class 

planning purposes?    Y N 

 

Name: __________________________  

Phone number: _________________________  

E-mail: _______________________ 

*Is it okay to give the contact information for this parent to the homeroom parent for class 

planning purposes?  Y N 

 

Does your child have any health problems I should be aware of? (food allergies, etc.) 

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

What special talents, interests, hobbies does your child have? 

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

How does your child feel about school? 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

What skills would you like to see your child develop this school year?  

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

 



4th Grade Curriculum 2018-2019 

This is a general overview and sequence of the 4th grade curriculum. 

Language Arts  
 
Unit 1: Literary Understanding with Fiction and Poetry  
This unit bundles student expectations that address the structures of poetry and the elements of 
fiction in order to examine the narrative subject as a primary means of oral and written 
communication. 
              
Unit 2: Understanding Literary Nonfiction and Drama 
In this unit students will discover the structures of literary nonfiction and drama in order to 
examine the narrative subject as a primary means of oral and written communication. Students 
are immersed in a variety of literary works to comprehend text and communicate authentically 
about reading and writing. Autobiographies, biographies, and drama provide the avenue to allow 
students to make inferences, summarize, analyze characters, and provide textual evidence during 
their reading experiences. across different contexts and genres. 
 
Unit 3: Reading to Learn: Informational Text 
In this unit students will be exposed to a variety of forms of informational text in order to apply 
knowledge of comprehension strategies to summarize, describe, and distinguish information 
provided in texts. Students interact with the text by making connections, comparisons, and 
forming questions in order for ideas and perspectives to become more than just facts and to 
support informative writing. Informational text provides the avenue to allow students to make 
inferences, summarize, and provide textual evidence during their reading. 
 
Unit 4: Understanding Research  
In this unit students will learn research skills and processes in order to support the organization 
and presentation of ideas. Students plan, gather sources, draw conclusions, and summarize 
information from multiple sources related to a specific topic.  
 
Unit 5:  Understanding Connections Across Literary Texts  
This unit bundles student expectations that focus on the relationships across and between literary 
works in order for students to make connections. Students examine a variety of forms of literary 
text representing a wide range of themes and compare and contrast features specific to different 
literary genres. 
 
Unit 6: Understanding Connections Across Informational Text  
Students will focus on the relationships across and between informational texts in order to make 
connections and summarize information.  
 
 
 
 
 



Unit 7: Understanding Connections Across All Genres 
This unit bundles student expectations that focus on the relationships across and between genres 
including literary works and informational text in order for students to make connections and 
summarize information. Students examine a variety of forms of text representing a wide range of 
themes and topics and compare and contrast features specific to the genre.  
 
Unit 8: Influencing an Audience  
This unit bundles student expectations that focus on the messages conveyed in media and 
persuasive texts in order to understand that authors write to influence, convince, express, justify, 
and promote a point of view. Students identify the impact of media form and design on 
communication. Students express their beliefs and convince an audience through oral and written 
language. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Math 

Curriculum: Texas GoMath 

Module 1: Whole Number Place Value 

Module 2: Decimal Place Value 

Module 3: Fraction Concepts 

Module 4: Compare Fractions 

Module 5: Add and Subtract Fractions 

Module 6: Add and Subtract Whole Numbers and Decimals 

Module 7: Multiply by 1-Digit Numbers 

Module 8: Multiply 2- Digit Numbers 

Module 9: Division Strategies  

Module 10: Divide by 1- Digit Numbers  

Module 11: Algebra: Multi- Step Problems 

Module 12: Number Patterns, Perimeter, and Area 

Module 13: Geometry Concepts 

Module 14: Measure Angles 

Module 15: Customary and Metric Measures 

Module 16: Time and Money  

Module 17: Represent and Interpret Data 

Module 18: Financial Literacy  

 

 

 



4th Grade Science Curriculum Map  
 
Curriculum: Texas Science Studies Weekly  
     
PHYSICAL SCIENCE     
      
Week 1 – Investigating Science  
Students will be introduced to the nature of science, the scientific process, and the habits 
required to solve problems. They will identify specific tools that help scientists study different 
aspects of science  
              
Week 2 – Properties of Matter   
Students will explore the concept that all matter has properties that can be seen and measured. 
They will also discuss some of the specific properties of matter, such as physical and chemical 
properties  
          
Week 3 – Matter Changes  
Students will discuss how matter can be changed from one state to another and how it can be 
combined physically or chemically. They will also study how matter moves in solids, liquids and 
gases.  
        
Week 4 – Under the Microscope  
Students will be introduced to the world of atoms, elements and particles. They will identify 
some of the tools used to measure and observe these features.  
          
Week 5 – Energy  
Students will study the various forms of energy, the flow of energy in a system, and the ways 
energy can be changed from one form to another. They will define characteristics of different 
forms of energy. Students will de ne the difference between renewable and non-renewable 
forms of energy.  
        
Week 6 – Light and Sound      
Students will examine the properties of light and sound. They will define light’s characteristics of 
speed, reflection and refraction. They will also look at components of sound such as vibration, 
pitch and volume.  
          
Week 7 – Magnetic Power       
Students will be introduced to the relationship of electric charges, magnetic forces and electric 
currents. Students will learn how electrical power is created and used.  
       
Week 8 – A World in Motion  
Students will learn about motion, speed and direction. They will explore ways that motion can be 
predicted, measured and described. Students will also study the components of waves and how 
friction causes things to stop.  
       
Week 9 – Force, Matter and Motion     
Students will study different types of forces and how they affect objects. They will also examine 
ways that forces can be predicted, measured and described. They will consider the effect of 
force on different amounts of mass.      



EARTH-SPACE SCIENCE 
             
Week 1 – Shaping the Earth      
Students will learn about the processes that shape the earth. They will explore the Earth’s 
constant change that is brought about by waves, weather and shifting land masses. Students 
will also learn about the spheres that layer the Earth, such as the atmosphere, hydrosphere and 
biosphere.  
       
Week 2 – Oceans and Waterways   
Students will study the characteristics of various bodies of water. They will learn about the 
various forms of life that exist in Earth’s oceans, rivers and streams. Students will learn about 
the food chains and the fragility of these ecosystems.  
          
Week 3 – Soil       
Students will be introduced to the properties of different types of soil, the organisms that affect 
soil, and how the quality of soil affects growing plants. They will also learn about the rock cycle 
and how rocks can be turned into soil. Students will also define organic materials.  
        
Week 4 – Weather and Climate  
Students will study the water cycle. Students will also study weather patterns, seasons and 
meteorology. They will examine ways weather is predicted, observed and recorded.  
     
Week 5 – Natural Disasters  
Students will learn about various types of natural disasters and their effects on living things and 
their environments. They will learn the methods used to predict natural disasters. Students will 
also learn techniques used to keep people safe in a natural disaster.  
        
Week 6 – To Protect and Conserve  
Students will consider ways natural resources improve the quality of life and will discuss the 
importance of protecting and conserving natural resources. They will compare and contrast 
renewable and non-renewable sources. Students will also learn about recyclable resources.  
      
Week 7– Our Solar System  
Students will study the characteristics of celestial bodies and the organization of stars, moons 
and planets in our solar system. They will define the characteristics of the eight planets of our 
solar system.  
        
Week 8 – Earth’s Place in the Universe      
Students will explore the relationship of Earth to the sun, moon and other planets. They will 
consider how features such as gravity and the Earth’s tilt affect regions of the Earth. Students 
will also study various features of galaxies.  
        
Week 9 – Science and Technology       
Students will consider the relationship of science and technology in modern society. They will 
consider the effect of technology in agriculture, human disabilities and entertainment. They will 
also discuss responsibilities of scientists and researchers. Students will de ne aspects of the 
technology cycle.  
 
     



LIFE SCIENCE  
            
Week 1 – Cells and Organisms   
Students will study the structure and function of living things. They will consider the similarities 
and differences among various types of organisms. Students will also learn about the various 
parts that make up an organism, such as cells, tissues and organs.  
          
Week 2 – Heredity and Diversity  
Students will discuss inherited traits in various living things and the importance of genetic 
diversity to the survival and well-being of organisms. Students will study historical scientists and 
their theories to understand how hereditary and diversity have evolved.  
     
Week 3 – Ecosystems   
Students will examine the ways living things interact with their environment and with each other. 
They will discuss how different environments sustain different organisms. Students will also 
study components of food webs and their role in ecosystems.  
          
Week 4 – Competition and Adaptation  
Students will consider the importance of adaptation. They will emphasize birds to learn how 
adaptation allows for competition and ultimately survival.  
     
Week 5 – Plants of the World   
Students will study the process by which plants grow, thrive and reproduce. They will discuss 
the importance of plants to people and animals.  
     
Week 6 – Earth’s Animals   
Students will study the characteristics and behavior of various land animals. They will study the 
various traits that allow animals to survive in a range of habitats. They will identify 
characteristics of mammals, reptiles, birds and vertebrates.  
     
Week 7 – Endangered Species  
Students will study various animals of extinct and endangered species. Students will distinguish 
among extinct, endangered, and threatened species. They will consider activities such as 
poaching, whaling and deforestation that lead to unstable species.  
     
Week 8 – Our Body’s Systems  
Students will be introduced to the major organ systems of the human body and their functions. 
They will also learn about the skeletal system.  
 
Week 9 – Keeping Fit and Healthy   
Students will consider the importance of staying fit and healthy. They will explore ways people 
can achieve and maintain good health. Students will consider the components that go into 
creating a fit person, such as flexibility, muscle strength and body composition.  
     
Week 10 – Science and Medicine  
Students will study the science of medicine. They will discuss advances in the medical field in 
the past, present and future. They will consider the benefits of antibiotics, vaccines and surgery, 
among others.  
     



4th Grade Social Studies Curriculum Map  
Curriculum: Texas Social Studies Weekly  
 
Week 1: Finding Texas 
Students will use geographic tools to collect, analyze, and interpret data relating to Texas’s 
place in the world. They will describe a variety of regions in the Western Hemisphere. Students 
will identify clusters and explain patterns of settlement in Texas.  

Week 2: Where in the World Are We? 

Students will describe a variety of regions in Texas and will compare the regions of Texas with 
other regions. They will describe the location of major cities in Texas and explain the geographic 
factors that have contributed to their settlement and economic growth.  

Week 3: United States Constitution 

Students understand important ideas in historic documents of Texas. Students will identify the 
purposes and explain the importance of the Texas Constitution. They will explain the purposes 
of the U.S. Constitution and will identify and explain the basic functions of the three branches of 
state government.  

Week 4: First People in Texas 

Students will explain how and why the first people came from Asia into North America. They will 
identify and compare American Indian groups in Texas and the Western Hemisphere before 
European exploration. Students will describe ways people adapted to and modified their 
environment in order to survive.  

Week 5: Archaic Indians 

Students will identify and compare ways of life of American Indian groups in specific Texas 
Regions. Students will describe ways and identify reasons these groups modified their 
environment and used the natural resources of their regions to survive. 

Week 6: Prehistoric Indians 

Students will identify and compare ways of life of American Indian groups in Texas during the 
Late Prehistoric period. Students will describe ways and identify reasons these groups modi 

Week 7: Historic American Indians 

Students will identify and compare ways of life of American Indian groups in specific Texas 
Regions (Great and Central Plains Groups). Students will describe ways and identify reasons 
these groups modified their environment and used the natural resources of their regions to 
survive.  

Week 9: The New World 

Students will summarize reasons for European exploration and settlement of the Western 
Hemisphere. Students will identify the accomplishments and economic motivations of European 
explorers (Christopher Columbus) and explain the impact of these explorations on the 
settlement of the Western Hemisphere.  

 

 



Week 10: Spanish Explorers  

Students will summarize reasons for European exploration and settlement of Texas. Students 
will identify the accomplishments of Spanish explorers in Texas (Alonso Alvarez de Pineda, 
Cabeza de Vaca, Francisco Coronado, Juan de Onate) and explain the impact of these 
explorations on the settlement of the Western Hemisphere, especially Texas.  

Week 11: La Salle 

Students will identify the accomplishments and economic motivations of Rene Robert Cavalier 
de La Salle. They will learn about La Salle’s ill-fated expeditions to the New World and how his 
journeys impacted Texas. They will discuss the mistakes made by the explorer and how those 
mistakes led to a final disaster.  

Week 12: First Missions in Texas  

Students will understand the colonization of Texas by discussing the establishment of Spanish 
Catholic missions in Texas. They will explain how the missions contributed to the patterns of 
Texas settlement and will analyze positive and negative consequences of the establishment of 
missions for American Indians in Texas.  

Week 13: Mission San Saba 

Students will identify the economic motivations and accomplishments of significant empresarios 
(Moses Austin, Martin de Leon) and explain their impact on the settlement of Texas. They will 
explain how colonists used their natural resources to meet basic needs and contributed to the 
economic development and growth of Texas.  

Week 14: Stephen Austin 

Students will identify and explain clusters and patterns of settlement as effects of land grants 
and Anglo colonization. Students will describe locations of cities and explain geographic factors 
that influenced patterns of settlement by empresarios.  

Week 15: Unrest in Texas  

Students will identify the impact of Mexico’s independence from Spain on the events in Texas. 
Students will analyze the causes and major events which led to the Texas Revolution. They will 
identify and explain the importance of the Texas Declaration of Independence. 

Week 17: The Alamo 

Students will analyze the causes and major events that led to the Texas Revolution (Battle of 
the Alamo including heroes of the Alamo). They will understand important customs and symbols 
of Texas such as state song, “Texas, Our Texas,” and the Pledge to the Texas Flag.  

Week 18: Texans Surprise Santa Anna  

Students will analyze the major events of the Texas Revolution (Battle of San Jacinto). They will 
identify the purposes and explain the importance of historic documents and landmarks such as 
the Texas Constitution, the Treaty of Velasco and the San Jacinto Monument.  

Week 19: The Republic of Texas  

Students will identify the importance of historical figures who modeled active participation in the 
democratic process (David G. Burnet, Lorenzo de Zavala, Sam Houston). Students will identify 
leaders and leadership qualities in state and local government leaders of the past and present. 



Week 20: Texas is Annexed  

Students will explain the events that led to the annexation of Texas to the United States. 
Students will identify leaders important to Texas as a republic and a state (Sam Houston, 
Mirabeau Lamar, Anson Jones). The students use geographic tools to collect, analyze, and 
interpret data (maps of Texas, Mexico, U.S.).  

Week 21: Annexation Leads War  

Students will explain the impact of the Mexican War on Texas. Students will identify leaders 
important to the founding of Texas as a state (Sam Houston, Anson Jones). They will apply 
geographic tools and translate geographic data while comparing maps of Texas and the United 
States prior to and after the Mexican War.  

Week 22: Texas Joins a Divided Nation  

Students will describe Texas’s role in the Civil War and explain the impact of the Civil War on 
life in Texas. They will explain how people in Texas were earning their living in this era and how 
geographic factors influenced the economy. Students will describe the effects of Texas’s 
statehood on American Indians in Texas.  

Week 23: A New Era in Texas  

Students will describe the impact of post Civil War Reconstruction on Texas. Students will 
explain how various groups in Texas played a role in the Reconstruction. Students will describe 
the origins and significance of state celebrations (Juneteenth).  

Week 25: The Texas Frontier 

Students will explain the growth and development of the cattle industry in Texas and as part of 
the Texas economy. They will explain ways people adapted to and modified their environments 
to meet their needs while farming and ranching and analyze the consequences of human 
modification of the environment (fencing).  

Week 26: Railroad Boom 

Students will identify the impact of railroads on life in Texas, including changes to cities and 
major industries. Students will identify the impact of railroads on urbanization and the free 
enterprise system of Texas. Students will also identify and explain clusters and patterns of 
settlement due to railroad expansion in the state.  

Week 27: Texas Oil 

Students will identify the impact of various issues and events on life and the free enterprise 
system in Texas (discovery of oil and gas). Students will explain how oil and gas discovery led 
to population growth in certain areas of the state. They will identify famous scientists and their 
contributions (Patillo Higgins).  

Week 28: The Early 1900s 

Students will identify the impact of technological advances in agriculture, industry, electrical 
power, manufacturing, communication, etc. on life and how people earn their living in Texas. 
They will explain the impact of mass production, specialization, division of labor and 
communication on the Texas economy.  

 



Week 29: The 20th Century 

Students will identify the impact of aerospace and computer technology on life in Texas and 
predict how future scientific discoveries and technological innovations might affect life in Texas. 
They will identify the accomplishments of some notable individuals of the twentieth and twenty-
first centuries.  

Week 30: Texas Cultures 

Students will summarize the history of immigration of many cultures to Texas. They will explain 
geographic reasons for immigration patterns, analyze the economic impact of immigration, and 
explain how an immigrant becomes a citizen of Texas and the U.S. 

Week 31: Texas Pride 

Students will summarize the history, geographic background, economic factors, government 
development and cultural history of Texas with a review of the six flags that have flown over the 
state.  

 
 


